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February 28, 2018 
 
Dear Governor Holcomb, 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Indiana Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects, we present a matter pertinent to the health of Indiana's natural ecology and 
resources. Healthy ecosystems provide a myriad of direct benefits and services to communities, 
including the cleansing and treatment of necessities such as air and water.  A current threat to 
these ecosystem services is invasive plants. Landscape architecture is one of several ecological- 
and engineering-related fields that witnesses the impact of invasive species on a regular basis.  
Invasive plants are a widespread issue that we ask you to address.  

There is currently a rule drafted by the Indiana DNR called the Terrestrial Invasive Plant Rule 
under review by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). This rule proposes that the sale 
of highly invasive plants in Indiana be illegal. After too long of a period in limbo, we strongly 
urge that this rule move forward, with the intent of slowing both the damage that these plants 
cause to ecosystems, and the cost that their remediation and control requires. 

Indiana has unique native prairie, wetland, and woodland species that work together to keep a 
balanced ecology. They encourage beneficial insects and wildlife, and properly regenerate the 
state's water, soil, and air. When encroached by invasive species, as they so often are, these 
regenerative natural systems no longer provide the services that Indiana needs them to provide. 

When an invasive plant invades, what happens? They come from another niche where they faced 
vigorous competition. When an invasive plant is introduced to a new niche, it out-competes its 
new neighbors, taking the place of native vegetation and crowding it out. That native vegetation 
was necessary to support native wildlife habitat and diets.  Without it, the cycle begins to fail. 
The invasive plants attract a higher number of pests, both insects and wildlife, and they use up 
resources that the native ecosystem can no longer use.   

This kind of biological activity is particularly bad news for ecologically sensitive areas such as 
wetlands and riparian zones, which house a very large percentage of beneficial species diversity. 
When healthy, these areas provide exceptional ecosystem benefits by supporting native wildlife, 
pollinators, and predatory insects. When compromised by invasive species, they encourage pests 
and crowd out diversity, slowing and sometimes stopping the natural process of regeneration. 

Benefits of a healthy ecosystem are worth this small change proposed by the Terrestrial Plant 
Rule! It legally eliminates the sale of the worst invasive plant offenders, which slows their 
aggressive ability to spread from homes and manicured lawns into ecologically sensitive areas. 
In addition, the slowed introduction of invasive species will mean much less future financial cost 
required for remediation. In 2012, a survey of 120 agencies and landowners in Indiana found that 
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$5.7 dollars were spent managing these species and protecting natural areas. Agricultural control 
costs alone were estimated at $15 billion per year and increasing. 

Please continue the efforts of the DNR by bringing light to the Terrestrial Invasive Plant 
Rule. As stewards of both people and land, landscape architects understand the dangers of 
invasive species. We also understand the massive benefits to your Indiana residents if the spread 
of these species can be slowed by removing certain aggressive species from Indiana sales. 

Thank you. 

David Gorden, ASLA 
Trustee - Indiana Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
 
April Westcott, ASLA 
President - Indiana Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
 
Monica Guillaud, ASLA 
Treasurer - Indiana Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
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